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DEVELOPMENT OF CZECHOSLOVAK UNIFIED AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES,
May 1952 - May 1953

From 1 May 1952 to 1 May 1953, some 2,293 nev J2D (Jednotne zemedelske
druzstvo, Unified Agricultural Cooperatives) vere established in Czechoslova-
kia. New JZD are being established and lower types of cooperatives are changing
over to higher forms of collectivization. There were about 208 JZD in Czecho-
slovekia in May 1949; 5,115 by the end of 1950; and 8,858 by the end of 1952,

o JZD have been established in 59 percent of all obecs throughout Czechoslovakia.
S The number of Type I through Type IV JZD increased 22 percent in 1951, and k2
i : percent in 1952.

L Among the reasons for the irpcrease in the number of JZD are; the intensi-
v fied campaign to convince small and middle farmers of the benefits of Joining
JZD: the example set by many JZD in demonstrating good results due to collec-
tive farming; and govermment aid vhich vas made available to JZD and their
members. Govermment aid is given to MTS and 1s not in the form of direct sub-
sidies to farmers.

o0 A special development in the growth of J2D is the inciease in the number
: of Types III and IV cooperatives. There were 1,585 of these higher types

in existence by the end of 1950; 2,985 in 1951; 5,869 by the end of 1952; and

6,800 by 1 April 1953. By 1 April 1953, Types III and IV J2D were established

in sbout U5 percent of all obecs ip Czechoslovakia. In 1950, Types I11 and

IV cooperatives constituted 31 percent of all JZD in Czechoslovakia; in 1951

they made up some 48 percent; and in 1952, about 66 percent.

) During the neriod from 1 May 1952 to 1 May 1053. the make-up of individ-
¥ uval, highe:x type JZD undervent some changes. In the eerly days of collec-
R vave farming, this type of JZD was composed mostly of small farmers; many

of the middle farmers were very reluctant to Join. However, in his speech to
the First .llstate Conference of Agricultural Cooperatives held in Prague
in 1952, Josef Nepomucky, Minister of Agriculture, reported the following
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composition of Types III and IV JZD, as of the end of 1952:

Size of Agricultural

Unit (in ha) Members §1n %)

Uo to 0.5 10.8.

0.5 -2 2.4
2 -5 26.9
5 =10 23.5

10 -15 13.0
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